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NETHERLANDS 1  TOBACCO  IMPORTS 
DOWN  8.2  MILLION  POUNDS 

The  Netherlands'  gross  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  (direct 
imports  plus  withdrawals  from  bond)  during  the  first  quarter  of  1956 
totaled  16.1  million  pounds,  8.2  million  pounds  less  than  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1955 •    Leaf  takings  from  all  countries,  except 
Greece,  Italy  and  Cuba,  declined  from  the  unusally  high  levels  last  year. 
The  Netherlands  has  stepped-up  its  takings  of  non-U.  S.  flue -cured  from 
Communist  China  and  Canada. 


Netherlands:     Gross  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco, 
direct  and  from  bonded  warehouses,  during 
the  January-March  periods,  1955-56 


Country  of  Origin 


Janua  r y -Ma r c h 
1955 


January -March 
1956 


United  States  , 

Indonesia  , 

Brazil  , 

Greece  

Turkey  , 

Italy  , 

Rhodesias  , 

India  , 

Cuba  , 

Canada  , 

Communist  China  , 

Other.  , 

Total, 


1,000  pounds 


10,159 
2,617 
2,^60 
1,177 
2,235 

631 
2,067 
1,360 

260 


1,355 


2^,321 


5,2^3 
i,7kh 
1,590 
1,726 
i,ik2 
6^6 

1,051* 
1,058 

507 
2^-7 

95 
1,00*1 


16,056 


Source:     Maandstatistiek  van  de  in-,  uit-  en  doorvoer  per  goederendoort, 
March  1956 

Takings  of  United  States  leaf  were  about  one-half  of  the  10.2  million 
pounds  imported  during  the  first  quarter  of  1955«    All  types  of  United 
States  leaf  declined,  except  seedleaf  (cigar  leaf).    The  greatest  declines 
occurred  in  fire -cured,  Maryland,  and  flue -cured  with  a  moderate  decline 
in  Burley. 

G'ross  imports  of  oriental  tobaccos  (Turkish  and  Greek)  and  cigar  leaf 
(Indonesian,  Brazilian,  and  Cuban)  were  down  16  and  28  percent,  respec- 
tively, from  the  January-March  1955  levels.    Takings  from  the  Rhodesias 
and  India,  mainly  flue-cured,  were  also  38  percent  below  last  year's 
level. 
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SALES  UP  FOR  FRENCH  CIGARETTES 
CONTAINING  U.S.  TOBACCO 

Sales  by  the  French  Tobacco  Monopoly  in  1955  of  cigarettes  containing 
United  States  leaf,  such  as  the  American-type  blended  (Balto  and  Air  France) 
and  English-type  straight  Virginia  (Week-End,  High  Life  and  Rallye),  show 
a  significant  increase  over  recent  years.    Total  sales  of  these  2  types 
approximated  1.3  billion  pieces  as  compared  with  about  0.8  billion  annually 
prior  to  1955 •    Sales  of  these  2  types  represent  a  very  small  percentage 
of  the  total  French-made  cigarettes.    However,  during  1955  they  represented 
3.^-  percent  of  total  domestic  sales  in  contrast  to  2.2  percent  in  1953 • 

Total  sales  of  the  French-type  cigarettes  continued  downward  through 
1955  from  the  1953  record  high.    Demand  for  all  brands  of  the  French-type 
cigarettes,  except  Gitanes,  has  weakened.    Sales  of  straight  oriental 
cigarettes  have  increased  significantly  since  1953 •    Demand  for  imported 
cigarettes,  particularly  American  and  English -types,  is  also  increasing. 


IRAN'S  I956  TOBACCO 
CROP  UP 

A  recent  estimate  by  the  Iranian  Tobacco  Monopoly  places  this  year's 
crop  at  28.9  million  pounds  from  about  50,000  acres.    This  compares  with 
the  1955  crop  of  2h.Q  million  pounds  from  1+6,015  acres,  but  is  considerably 
under  the  1953  record  high  of  1+0.8  million  pounds  from  66,989  acres. 

Most  of  the  increase  over  the  1955  crop  is  expected  to  occur  in 
cigarette  tobacco.    Current  estimates  place  cigarette  tobacco  production 
at  25.1  million  pounds  as  compared  with  20.9  million  pounds  last  year. 
Local  pipe  tobacco  and  tombac  production  were  estimated  at  about  the  same 
as  last  year. 


FORMOSA  INCREASING 
TOBACCO  PRODUCTION 

Domestic  production  of  tobacco  in  Formosa  increased  from  an  annual 
average  of  6.0  million  pounds  during  1935-39  "to  a  record  high  of  33»5 
million  pounds  in  1955*    Last  year's  production  exceeded  the  195^  harvest 
by  7*7  million  pounds. 

Domestic  production,  all  flue -cured  since  1952,  has  not  been  ample 
to  meet  annual  requirements  of  the  Monopoly.    The  Monopoly  has  increased 
the  1956  acreage  to  19,768  acres  in  contrast  to  about  15,000  acres  during 
the  past  2  years.    Production  is  expected  to  continue  to  increase  as 
the  Monopoly's  plans  for  the  1957  crop  calls  for  the  planting  of  23,^75 
acres . 


August  6,  1956 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


5 


ITALIAN  1956  TOBACCO  CROP 
UP --EXCEPT  FLUE -CURED 

Preliminary  estimates  place  the  1956  Italian  tobacco  crop  at  1^5  «3 
million  pounds,  2$.k  million  pounds  greater  than  the  1955  crop  of  115.9 
million  pounds,  but  1^.5  percent  below  the  19^7-51  annual  average  of 
167.9  million  pounds.    The  1956  acreage  is  placed  at  153>200  acres  as 
compared  with  about  123,000  and  1^2,000  in  1955  and  I9V7-5I,  respectively. 

Tobacco  consumption  in  Italy  is  increasing  about  5  percent  annually. 
This  year,  in  order  to  assure  greater  quantities  of  domestic  grades,  the 
Monopoly  decided  to  allow  concessionaires  a  general  increase  of  10  percent 
in  acreages  over  those  of  last  year.    Not  all  growers  shared  in  this  in- 
crease.   It  was  limited  to  growers  who  had  a  record  of  high  quality  produc- 
tion, and  these  producers  in  some  cases  were  permitted  up  to  20  percent 
increase  in  planted  area. 

The  allotted  acreages  for  all  types  of  tobacco,  except  flue-cured, 
were  increased  over  those  for  1955-    The  flue -cured  acreage  was  reduced 
about  1,770  acres  from  the  1955  area  of  lU,930  acres.    The  greatest  rela- 
tive increase  was  in  Bur ley,  followed  by  dark  air-cured,  dark  fire -cured, 
Maryland,  oriental  and  cigar  leaf  types.    The  1956  Burley  acreage  is  placed 
at  9; 288  acres    as  compared  with  7>917  acres  last  year.    The  planted  area 
of  all  types,  except  fire-cured,  oriental  and  cigar  leaf  types,  is  substan- 
tially above  the  19^-7-51  annual  average  figures.    The  1956  estimated  acre- 
ages of  fire-cured,  oriental  and  cigar  leaf  types  are  about  k6,  17,  and  52 
percent,  respectively,  below  the  19^7-51  planted  area. 

The  basic  problem  of  quality  improvement  still  confronts  the  Monopoly. 
Italian  tobaccos  do  not  approach  the  quality  and  grade  standards  of  imported 
leaf.    Reportedly,  the  quality  of  flue -cured  has  been  improved,  Burley  is 
about  stationary,  while  the  quality  of  Kentucky  is  declining. 

FORECAST  OF  SPAIN'S  1956-57 
COTTON  CROP  ABOVE  LAST  YEAR'S 

The  current  prediction  of  Spain's  1956-57  cotton  crop  by  the 
National  Cotton  Service  is  for  a  crop  of  200,000  bales  (500  pounds 
gross),  which  represents  an  increase  of  33  percent  over  the  1955-56 
crop  of  155^000  bales.    The  new  crop,  reportedly,  is  about  3  weeks 
late  on  the  average  in  most  producing  areas.    Wet  fields  at  planting 
time,  coupled  with  the  necessity  for  replanting  some  fields,  accounts 
for  the  lateness  of  the  crop. 

The  Spanish  ginning  industry  plans  to  increase  its  capacity  by 
30  to  32  gin-stands  in  1956.    United  States  manufacturers  will  supply 
18  gin-stands  of  90  saws  each.    The  remainder  of  the  stands  will  be 
manufactured  in  Spain.    All  of  this  equipment  is  expected  to  be  in 
operation  by  harvest  time  this  fall. 
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PERU  REDUCES  EXPORT  TAX 
ON  PIMA  COTTON 

The  Government  of  Peru  announced  June  30,  1956,  that  effective 
with  the  1956-57  crop,  the  export  tax  on  Pima  cotton  will  be  reduced 
approximately  1  U.  S.  cent  a  pound.    The  reduction  was  accomplished 
by  an  increase  in  the  cost-of -production  allowance  used  for  computing 
the  export  tax.    The  tax  is  based  on  the  difference  between  this  allowance 
and  the  price  paid  to  cotton  growers  and  therefore  fluctuates  according 
to  the  price  of  the  cotton. 

Recent  quotations  for  cotton  in  Lima,  with  export  taxes  shown 
separately  were  as  follows: 


PERU:     Cotton  prices  at  Lima  with  export  taxes 
July  12,  1956 

(U.  S.  cents  a  pound) 


Variety  and                 :        Spot         :  Export  : 

grade                     :  quotation..!/ :  tax  :  Total 

 }  !  :  

Tanguis,  Type  3i  :       30.88       :  6.27  :  37.15 

Tanguis,  Type  5  :       29.32       :  U.69  :  3^.01 

Pima,  Type  1  :  :  : 

(1-9/16  inches)  :2/    U-1.26       :3/  10.62  :  51.88 


1/  Prices  to  growers.    2/  Aug.,  Sept.,  Oct.  delivery.    3/  Computed  on  new 
basis. 

FIRST  GROWER -OWNED  COTTON 
GINNERY  OPENED  IN 
TANGANYIKA. 

The  first  cotton  ginnery  in  East  Africa  owned  by  the  African  growers 
was  opened  in  June  1956  by  the  Governor  at  Kasamwa  in  the  Geita  District 
of  the  Lake  Province.    It  was  built  for  the  African  members  of  the  Victoria 
Federation  of  Cooperative  Unions,  who  have  each  contributed  to  the  cost 
with  a  self-imposed  levy  of  2  East  African  cents  per  pound  on  cotton 
(equivalent  to  0.28  U.S.  cent  a  pound).    The  Lint  and  Seed  Marketing  Board 
provided  a  loan  of  two-thirds  of  the  cost  of  the  ginnery.    The  cooperative 
movement  is  reported  to  be  growing  rapidly  in  many  parts  of  the  territory 
as  the  standard  marketing  medium. 
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TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN  COTTON 
LARGER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Transshipments  of  Mexican  cotton  through  United  States  ports  in 
May  1956  amounted  to  50,000  bales  (500  pounds  gross),  as  compared  with 
103,000  hales  in  April,  and  33,000  in  May  1955.    These  figures  include 
cotton,  cotton  linters,  waste,  and  hull  fiber.    They  do  not  include 
cotton  exported  directly  from  Mexican  ports  to  foreign  destinations 
or  rail  shipments  to  Canada. 

Transshipments  during  the  10-month  period,  August-May  1955-56, 
amounted  to  1,21^, 000  bales  or  kk  percent  more  than  transshipments  of 
8^5,000  bales  in  the  corresponding  months  of  195^—55 •  Transshipments 
to  nearly  all  countries  increased,  with  the  exception  of  Japan  which 
showed  a  decrease. 


Principal  destinations  of  Mexican  transshipments  in  August-May 
1955-56,  with  comparable  figures  for  195^-55  in  parentheses  were: 
West  Germany  267,000  (117,000);  Japan  257,000  (313,000);  United 
Kingdom  171,000  (101,000);  Netherlands  132,000  (96,000);  Belgium 
107,000  (111,000);  Italy  65,000  (18,000);  Sweden  56,000  (23,000); 
Australia  2^,000  (none);  France  23,000  ( 15,000);  and  Switzerland 
21,000  (21,000). 


GOLD  COAST  ANNOUNCES  IMPORT  PERMITS  FOR 
ADDITIONAL  U.  S.  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS 

In  a  notice  to  importers  dated  July  1^,  1956,  the  government 
of  the  Gold  Coast  provided  for  the  issuance  of  import  licenses  on 
a  short-term  basis  for  certain  additional  U.  S.  agricultural  pro- 
ducts.   Products  included  were:    bacon,  ham,  salt  pork,  other 
smoked,  dried  or  salted  meat,  corned  and  other  meat  in  air-tight 
containers,  sausages  and  other  meat  preparations,  evaporated  and 
dry  milk  and  cream,  and  leather. 


BARBADOS  PERMITS  FREE 
IMPORT  OF  APPLES 

Under  new  import  regulations,  effective  July  2,  1956,  one  of  the 
articles  which  "any  person  may  import  from  any  country"  is  fresh 
apples.    A  certificate  of  origin  must  be  produced  by  the  importer  or 
consignee  and  approval  of  the  Financial  Secretary  must  be  obtained 
prior  to  importation  in  case  payment  is  made  to  some  country  other 
than  that  of  the  origin  of  the  apples. 
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INDIAN  COIR  FIBER 
INDUSTRY  INCREASING 

The  utilization  of  coir  fiber  is  becoming  increasingly  important  to 
the  Indian  economy.    The  industry  is  recognized  in  the  Second  Five  Year 
Plan.    The  coir  fiber  is  processed  from  the  fibrous  husk  that  surrounds 
the  hard  shell  of  the  coconut.    The  processing  of  coir  and  the  prepara- 
tion of  fiber  into  yarn  is  essentially  a  cottage  industry  in  South  India. 
This  region  is  the  principal  producer  of  coir  and  coir  products  in  the 
world. 


Production  of  coir  is  estimated  roughly  at  about  286  to  287  million 
pounds  or  about  1  million  more  than  last  year.    In  Travancore -Cochin 
about  80  percent  of  the  coconut  husks  are  utilized  for  the  extraction 
of  fiber,  whereas  in  the  Malabar  District  of  Madras  only  about  21  percent 
of  the  total  number  is  so  used.     It  is  estimated  that  currently  about 
50  percent  of  the  Indian  overall  total  of  husks  is  processed  into  coir. 


The  July-June,  195^-55  area  under  coconut  palms  in  India  was 
about  1,577*000  acres  with  an  annual  production  of  mature  coconuts  of 
approximately  3*300  million  coconuts.    An  estimated  269  million  pounds 
of  coir  yarn  are  produced  annually  from  the  fiber  in  India.    Of  this 
quantity  about  102  million  pounds  are  exported,  about  51  million  are 
used  by  the  manufacturing  industry,  and  about  116  million  are  used  with- 
in the  country  for  various  domestic  purposes. 


Imports  of  coir  fiber  in  the  year  ended  March  31*  195&  were  reported 
at  269,000  pounds.    Most  of  the  imported  fiber  originates  in  Ceylon  and 
the  Maldives.    Exports  of  coir  were  about  166  million  pounds,  almost 
entirely  in  the  form  of  yarn,  mats  and  mattings,  and  matting  rugs.  The 
principal  destinations  were  the  Netherlands,  West  Germany,  the  United 
Kingdom  and  other  European  countries.    About  10  million  pounds  were 
exported  to  the  United  States,  including  about  5  million  pounds  each  of 
yarn,  and  mats  and  mattings. 


The  Coir  Industry  Act  of  1953  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Indian 
Coir  Board,  which  in  turn  has  set  up  a  Coir  Research  Institute.  The 
Indian  Coir  Board  drew  up  a  plan  for  the  Second  Five  Year  Plan  period 
to  increase  yarn  production  by  12.3  million  pounds,  to  enforce  minimum 
wages  in  the  industry,  and  gradually  bring  about  more  mechanization  and 
use  of  power  looms.    The  Indian  central  government  has  set  aside  the 
equivalent  of  about  $357*000  for  research  and  development  of  the  coir 
industry. 
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NETHERLANDS  INCREASES  RICE 
CONSUMPTION  AND  TRADE 

Milled  rice  consumption  in  the  Netherlands  in  1956  is  expected  to  be  about 

6  pounds  per  capita  as  compared  with  4.6  pounds  in  the  preceding  year.  Even 

at  this  increased  rate,,  the  amount  will  be  less  than  half  the  prewar  (1938)  rice 
consumption  of  13  pounds  per  person  annually. 

Increased  rice  supplies  this  year  are  available  from  larger  imports  during 
1955*    Approximately  270  million  pounds  were  imported,  a  marked  gain  over  165 
million  pounds  in  195^«    Over  one -half  of  total  imports ,  however ,  was  broken 
rice,  used  mainly  for  animal  feed.    Prices  of  low-grade  rice  from  Thailand  and 
Burma  in  1955  became  competitive  with  those  of  feed  grains,  with  the  result 
that  considerable  quantities  of  rice  were  imported  for  animal  feed. 


NETHERLANDS:    Rice  imports,  by  country  of  origin,  averages  1936-40 

and  19^6-50,  and  annual  1952-55 


Average 


Country  of  origin 


I1936-U0  ; 1946-50 


1952 


1953 


195^ 


1955 


1,000  pounds 


Burma  :  (196,623 

British  India&W.  Pakistan: ( 

Thailand  :  77,855 

Indonesia....  :  35,780 

French  &  Portuguese  Asia. :  18,638 

Australia  :  0 

China  :  11 

Iran  :  0 

Belgium  &  Luxembourg  :  1,501 

Switzerland  :  3 

Italy  :  0 

Other  Europe  :  712 

United  States.  :  5,846 

Mexico  :  4,257 

Surinam  :  31 

Argentina    :  44 

Brazil  :  1,644 

Egypt  :  33,754 

Other  :  1,664 

Total  :378,  36  3 


3,444 
0 

35,087 
2,272 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

6,629 
58 
3 

0 

1,186 

0 
0 

3,504 
559 


52,7^2 


0 
0 

39,956 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2,646 
796 

12,639 
692 
0 
0 

4,872 
0 

437 
0 

299 


62,337 


0 
0 

46,213 
0 
0 

538 

0 
0 

4,235 
2,363 
26,365 
3,635 
1,239 

0 

3,823 

0 
0 
0 

179 


88,590 


24,645 

2,240 

108,718 

0 
0 

3,578 
2,205 

0 

3,239 
1,570 


2,681 
917 

0 

306 
6,307 

0 

218 

 39 


164,732 


69,220 

551 

159,^61 
0 
0 

3,333 

0 

6,933 
6,942 
0 

11,138 
0 

5,505 

0 

366 
2,610 
0 

3,056 
843 


69,958 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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Broken  rice  imports  in  1955  totaled  144,300,000  million  pounds  as  against 
74,900,000  pounds  in  the  year  before.    Imports  were  primarily  extra  low-quality 
rice  from  Thailand  (90,600,000  million  pounds)  and  Burma  (34,000,000  million 
pounds),  hut  5,500,000  pounds  were  imported  from  the  United  States. 


NETHERLANDS:    Rice  exports,  by  country  of  destination, 
averages  1936-40  and  1946-50,  and  annual  1952-55 


Country  of  destination 

:  Average 

;  1952 

!  1953 

;  1954 

!  1955 

:  1936-40 

:  1946-50 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

:  pounds 

• 

• 

\  0 

:  9,502 
:  4,870 

:  19,848 

:  20,121 
:  12,694 

%  0 

:  11,319 

:  6,812 

:  16,713 

:  0 

:  0 

:  5,322 

:  4,850 

:  14,321 
:  4,378 

\      1  _  y 

:  36 

:  2,002 

:  3,197 

:  1,709 
:  3,796 

  _  >"  

:  0 

:  2,355 

:  2,030 

:  5,172 
:  1,984 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  2,308 

U.S.S.E.  &  Satellites..., 

.:  17,506 

:  0 

:  3,906 

:  5,456 

:  0 

:  0 

:  20 

:  6,415 

:  4,656 

:  939 

:  1,596 

:  12 

:  2,634 

:  1,367 

:  783 

:  979 

:  36 

:  117 

:  0 

:  536 

:  1,314 

:  104 

s  128 

:  392 

!  119 

!  500 

:  0 

:  26 

:  1,955 

:  456 

:  183 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

:  291 

:  0 

:  0! 

!  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

!  0 

:  1,321 

:  1,825 

:  368 

:  659 

:  0; 

>     0  ^  Ao 
■  ^,lo3 

!  (J 

!  0 

!  0 

0. 

104  : 

:        137  : 

518  ' 

2,169 

0 

0; 

0  ! 

0  ! 

0: 

0  : 

765  : 

1,058  ! 

1,936 
1,572 

0 
148 

French  North  &  West  Africa  4,471: 

0: 

0  : 

2,548  : 

1,005  : 

:  1,541: 

0: 

602  : 

0  : 

0  : 

202. 

1,063  : 

1,230  : 

293  ! 

:  3,279: 

0: 

0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

0: 

295  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

:  7,404: 

0; 

0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

:  5,080: 

106: 

0  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

:  20: 

0: 

1,091  : 
1,036  : 

0  : 

0  : 

0 

647: 

0: 

141  : 

798  : 

712 
3,699 

.  12,406: 

71: 

1,889  : 

2,972  : 

1,163  : 

•  « 

!  187,911! 

11,906! 

fcl,539  ! 

60,653  ! 

53  ,805  ! 

58,085 

1/  Germany. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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Imports  of  whole  milled  rice,  totaled  105,900,000  pounds,  also  mainly 
from  Thailand  and  Burma.  Imports  of  semi -milled  rice  of  19,800,000  pounds 
came  principally  from  Italy,  Iran  and  Argentina. 

The  Netherlands  is ' the  only  country  in  Europe  where  rice  is  free  of 
import  duty.    To  afford  rice  millers  some  protection,  milled  rice  is 
imported  under  import  quotas.    The  quota  for  1955  from  dollar  areas  was 
placed  at  $1,000,000,  "but  total  imports  from  these  countries  reached  only 
$130,000.    The  1956  quota  from  dollar  areas  was  fixed  at  $1,0^0,000. 

Rice  exports  from  the  Netherlands  in  1955  also  increased  over  the 
year  "before,  although  not  so  sharply  as  for  rice  imports.    Of  total 
exports  of  58,100,000  pounds,  88  percent  was  of  whole  milled  rice. 
Principal  countries  of  destination  were  Great  Britain,  Western  Germany, 
Sweden  and  Austria. 


SWEDEN'S  EDIBLE  OIL  IMPORT  REQUIREMENTS 
ESTIMATED  AT  22,000  TONS 

Sweden's  import  requirements  for  edible  oils  during  1956-57 
are  now  estimated  at  around  22,000  short  tons.     (See  Foreign  Crops 
and  Markets,  July  2,  1956.)    It  is  likely  that  the  largest  quantity 
of  these  requirements  will  be  imported  in  the  form  of  soybeans  and  cotton- 
seed but  some  increase  in  the  use  of  whale  oil  may  be  made.  Additional 
quantities  of  edible  oil  may  be  imported  for  re-export  to  countries 
with  whom  Sweden  has  trade  agreements  containing  commitments  to  sell 
rapeseed  oil,  normally  in  surplus  supply  in  Sweden. 

Winterkill  reduced  Sweden's  1956  oilseed  (largely  rapeseed)  pro- 
duction to  an  estimated  ^,000  tons  compared  with  over  160,000  tons 
in  1955*    This  volume  of  production  would  correspond  to  about  16,000 
tons  of  edible  oil.    As  total  normal  domestic  requirements  are  about 
38,000  tons  of  liquid  oil  (about  35>000  tons  for  the  margarine  industry), 
the  deficit  will  be  about  22,000  tons.    Stocks  of  oilseed  fats  and  oils 
are  not  more  than  normal.    10,000  tons  of  these  stocks  were  held  by  the 
Swedish  Oil  Interest  Association  as,"bf  July  1. 


INDIA'S  FLAXSEED  PRODUCTION 
DOWN  SLIGHTLY 

India's  1955-56  flaxseed  crop1,  harvested  early  in  1956,  amounted 
to  ll+,802,000  bushels  from  3,^2^000  acres,  according  to  the  final 
official  estimate.    This  is  a  decline  of  about  2  percent  from  the 
195^-55  estimate,  now  revised  to  15,038,500  bushels  from  3,35^,000 
acres . 

The  2  percent  increase  in  acreage  from  195^-55  occurred  mainly  in 
Vindhya  Pradesh,  Hyderabad  and  Madhya  Pradesh.    Despite  the  increase, 
production  declined  as  a  result  of  unfavorable  weather  in  some  areas. 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  LARD,  TALLOW 
AND  GREASES  SUBSTANTIALLY  LARGER 

The  United  States  exports  of  lard,  tallow  and  greases  during  the  first 
half  of  1956  were  substantially  larger  than  the  same  period  of  last  year. 
Lard  was  22,6  percent  larger  and  tallow  and  greases  22.3  percent.  The 
quality  of  U.  S.  lard  and  its  competitive  position  in  the  international 
market  were  the  main  factors  contributing  to  the  large  exports.    The  U.  S. 
foreign  aid  program  and  Public  Law  kQO  have  also  aided  in  exports  during 
the  calendar  year  of  1956.    The  leading  importing  countries  of  lard  have 
been  Yugoslavia,  the  United  Kingdom,  Cuba,  Western  Germany,  Austria,  Mexico, 
Bolivia  and  Guatemala.    The  largest  portion  of  the  total  exports  went  to 
Western  Europe. 

UNITED  STATES.    Exports  of  Lard,  Tallow  and  Greases 
January- June  1955-56 


(1,000  pounds) 


Month  : 

Lard  ) 

:.  Edible  j 

Inedible  j 

.  Edible  \  Inedible 

•  • 

1955  :  1956  : 

:  Tallow 

Tallow  & 
Greases  1955  ] 

:              :       Tallow  & 
:  Tallow  :  Greases  1956 

Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 

May 
June 

Total 

5^,807:65,355: 
1+7, 253  ^8,327: 
1+6, 056:62, 228: 
56,^92:59,328: 

36,591:68,955: 
.32,365:31,188: 

:  361 
:  79*+ 
•  353 
:  592 
:  U93 
:  310 

101,208  : 
102,838  : 

101,391  : 
111,868  : 
96,272  : 
112. I6h 

:   1,21k  :  127,163 
:    3,058  :  123,289 
:    3,31^  :  122,01+2 
:   2,952  :  173,573 
:   2,725  :  133,61+3 
.1/2.800  :  7^.256 

273,56>*  .335,381 ! 

i 2,903 

:      625,91+1  i 

i  16,063  :  752,966 

RECORD  SALES  NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL 
BRING  LOWER  TOTAL  RETURNS 

A  record  quantity  of  1,016,555  bales  of  wool  was  sold  at  New  Zealand 
auctions  during  the  1955-56  season.    Gross  returns  were  equivalent  to  $185 
million,  $12  million  less  than  in  the  previous  season  and  the  lowest  in  the 
last  four  years.    The  total  returns  for  wool  sold  this  season,  including 
slipe  wool  and  wool  on  the  skin,  was  approximately  $21+9  million,  a  decline 
of  $ll+  million  from  the  previous  season. 

The  price  of  wool  averaged  about  5*+  cents  per  pound  for  the  season 
ending  June  30,  1956,  compared  with  58  cents  per  pound  for  the  1951+-55 
season.    The  New  Zealand  wool  auctions  opened  last  Fall  with  prices  at  a 
depressed  level,  but  strengthened  later,  reaching  a  peak  when  the  largest 
quantities  of  the  season  were  being  marketed.    Prices  declined  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  season,  reportedly  due  to  credit  restraints  both  in  New  Zealand 
and  abroad  which  affected  buyers'  limits. 
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AUSTRALIA  SHIPS  PACKAGED 
MEATS  TO  U.  K. 

Substantial  quantities  of  packaged  meats  are  being  exported  from 
Australia  to  the  United  Kingdom,  according  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Australian 
Meat  Board. 

The  meat  shipments  are  consigned  to  the  large  chain  stores  which 
handle  about  20  percent  of  the  meat  sold  in  the  United  Kingdom.    At  the 
present  time  retail  meat  shops  in  the  U.  K.  generally  are  not  equipped  to 
handle  such  products.    The  Chairman  of  the  Australian  Meat  Board  reported, 
"In  the  years  that  lie  ahead  the  bulk  of  our  meat  will  be  exported  in  that 
form,  and  the  board  and  the  trade  are  alive  to  the  possibilities". 

Packaged  meats  are  more  easily  handled  and  take  up  less  space  in 
storage,  which  results  in  lower  costs  and  makes  the  product  more  com- 
petitive in  foreign  markets.    Such  meats  can  be  transported  in  any  ship 
with  refrigerated  space.    This  boneless  meat  may  be  graded  and  sold  under 
identifying  brand  names  or  trade  marks. 

LOWER  PRICES  BRING  11  PERCENT 
DECLINE  IN  CANADIAN  PIG  CROP 

The  1956  spring  pig  crop  of  Canada  is  estimated  to  be  11  percent 
smaller  than  a  year  earlier.    Seven  percent  fewer  sows  are  expected  to 
farrow  during  the  fall  season  of  1956  compared  with  a  year  earlier,  accord- 
ing to  the  official  pig  crop  survey  of  June  1. 

On  June  1  there  were  6-§-  percent  fewer  hogs  on  Canadian  farms  and  all 
of  this  decrease  was  in  hogs  under  6  months.    The  size  of  the  pig  crop 
indicates  a  reduction  in  hog  slaughter  beginning  this  fall,  when  195& 
spring  pigs  begin  moving  to  market  in  volume,  which  will  continue  until 
about  mid-year  1957*    Sharply  lower  prices  for  hogs  in  late  1955  and  early 
1956  were  the  principal  cause  for  the  smaller  production. 

MEXICAN  GOVERNMENT  TO 
IMPORT  BREEDING  HOGS 

The  Mexican  government  plans  to  import  36O  head  of  purebred  boars  and 
1,300  purebred  gilts  to  be  used  in  their  livestock  improvement  programs. 
The  United  States  and  Canada  are  likely  sources  of  supply. 

Preference  appears  to  be  for  Duroc  Jerseys,  Hampshires,  Yorkshires  and 
Berkshires  in  that  order.    The  gilts  purchased  will  probably  be  from  3  to  6 
months  of  age.    Purchases  will  be  made  against  a  letter  of  credit  for  delivery 
at  Laredo,  Texas. 

Inquiries  regarding  the  prospective  purchases  should  be  directed  to 
the  Mexican  Ministry  of  Agriculture  or  William  G.  Lodwick,  Agricultural 
Attache,  American  Embassy,  Mexico  City,  D.F.,  Mexico. 
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FINAL  AUSTRALIAN  WOOL  AUCTION 
DISPOSES  OF  33,000  BALES 

The  Sale  of  33; 000  "bales  of  wool  (held  over  from  the  regular  selling 
season)  at  Newcastle  during  the  week  ending  July  13,  1956  completed  the 
1955-56  sales  season.    Prices  were  weaker  on  wool  carrying  fault,  heavy 
bur  and  discoloured.    Average  prices  were  about  the  same  as  a  week  earlier 
for  most  grades.    The  fine  combing  wools,  however,  were  somewhat  below 
the  June  1956  level. 

A  total  of  119,^33  bales,  or  about  36  million  pounds  of  wool  were 
sold  in  re -scheduled  sales  after  the  regular  selling  season  ended  on 
July  1,  1956.    The  carry-over  of  unsold  wool  "received  into  store"  is 
not  likely  to  be  much  different  from  the  17  million  pounds,  greasy  basis 
which  was  carried  over  from  the  195^-55  season. 


AUSTFALIAN  WOOL  PRICES 

Wool  Prices:    Average  raw  wool  costs,  clean  basis,  on  Australian 
auction  floors,  by  quality  classification. 


(Current  prices  with  comparisons) 


• 
t 

• 

Week  Ended 

Year  Ago 

Type  and  Grade 

• 

• 

7-6-56         ;  7-13-56 

:  7-1-55 

U.S.  DOLLARS  PER  POUND 


Combing  Wools  : 

70's  Good  :  l.kQ  :  1.1+8  :  1. Mi- 
Average  :  1.U2  :  1.U2  :  1.37 

6U's  Good  :  1.33  :  1.32  :  I.30 

Average  :  1.28  :  1.27  :  1.25 

6o«s  Good  :  1.18  :  1.17  :  1.20 

Average  :  1.11  :  1.10  :  1.15 

58's  Good....  :  1.0k  :  1.0^  :  1.1^ 

Average  :  .98  :  .98  : 

56's  Good  :  .91  :  .91  : 

Average  :  .88  :  .88  : 

50' s  Good  :  .78  :           .78  :  .91 

Average  :  .77  '  .77  : 

•  •  • 

Carding  Wools  :  :  : 

Merino  :  .77  :             .76  :  .77 

Comeback  :  .67  :            .67  :  .72 

Fine  Crossbred  :  .63  :             .63  :  .72 

Medium  Crossbred  :  .61  :            .61  :  .73 


Source:    Wool  Statistical  Service,  Australian  Wool  Bureau. 
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SURINAM  BUYERS  LOOK  FOR 
NEW  SOURCES  OF  BEEF 

Buyers  from  Paramaribo,  Surinam,  have  recently  been  in  Venezuela 
to  arrange  for  monthly  imports  of  slaughter  cattle.    The  buyers  are  also 
looking  to  Colombia  as  another  possible  source  for  cattle.    Dutch  Guiana 
in  the  past  has  met  most  of  its  import  requirements  by  shipments  of  beef 
from  Argentina. 


Beef  production  in  Surinam  does  not  meet  local  needs  and  monthly 
imports  from  $^5>000  to  $60,000  worth  of  cattle  are  reported  to  be 
required. 


In  1955 >  United  States  exported  1.2  million  pounds  of  pickled  beef 
to  Surinam,  compared  with  1  million  a  year  earlier.     Surinam  was  the 
fifth  largest  export  outlet  for  beef  of  all  kinds  last  year.     It  also 
is  a  limited  but  growing  market  for  canned  meao  products  from  the  United 
States . 


United  States:     Exports  of  meat  products  to  Surinam  (Dutch  Guiana), 

195^  and  1955 


• 

Type  of  product  [ 

• 

195^  : 

1955 

1,000  : 

1,000 

• 
• 

pounds  : 

pounds 

• 

1,021  ': 

1,173 

• 
• 

2 

• 
• 

18  : 

29 

• 
• 

70  : 

98 

• 

5 

:  17 

• 

Miscellaneous  canned  meat  products..: 

• 

3 

• 

:  10 

• 

• 

1.117 

:  1.329 
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GUATEMALAN  BANANAS 
DAMAGED 

About  a  half  million  stems  of  "bananas  have  "been  lost  in  Guatemala,  due 
to  high  winds  on  the  Pacific  Coast.    These  losses  occurred  between  April  1 
and  the  end  of  June . 


CHILE  EXPORTS  LEMONS  TO 
WESTERN  GERMANY 

During  the  first  week  of  July,  6,000  boxes  of  Chilean  lemons  were 
exported  to  Germany. 


FLOOD  WATERS  IN 
AUSTRALIA  RECEDING 

Reports  of  July  18  indicated  that  waters  in  the  flooded  interior  of 
southeastern  Australia  had  begun  to  recede  and  that  the  flood  levels  of 
the  Murray  and  Darling  rivers  were  falling.    The  fruit-growing  centers  of 
Denmark  and  Loxton  in  the  State  of  South  Australia  recorded  the  worst 
floods  in  20  years. 


STORMS  IN  ITALY  AND  FRANCE 
DAMAGE  FRUIT  CROPS 

Violent  hail  and  rain  storms  are  reported  to  have  swept  Northern  Italy, 
damaging  fruit  and  other  crops.    The  extent  of  damage  has  not  yet  been 
determined. 


Similar  storms  in  the  Beaujolais  area  of  France  wrecked  grape 
vineyards . 

U.S.  POTATOES  WIN 
FAVOR  IN  SPAIN 

The  United  States  potatoes  that  were  purchased  by  Spain  under  Public 
Law  hQO  arrived  in  excellent  condition.    Total  purchases  amounted  to 
506,100  sacks  of  100  pounds.    The  Spanish  Government  buying  agency  which 
handled  the  potatoes  reported  that  less  than  2  percent  of  the  sacks  were 
damaged,  and  in  most  instances  there  was  only  slight  to  negligible  loss 
of  potatoes  in  the  damaged  sacks.    The  Spanish  consumers  appeared  highly 
pleased  with  the  quality  of  the  U.S.  potatoes  which  retailed  at  around 
2.9  to  3« 5  cents  a  pound.    Some  retail  outlets  advertised  the  fact  that 
the  potatoes  were  of  U.S.  origin. 


August  6,  1956 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


IT 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  CANNED 
FRUIT  INDUSTRY  EXPANDING 

The  general  manager  of  one  of  the  large  canning  co-operatives  in 
South  Africa  "brought  out  several  important  facts  regarding  the  canning 
industry  in  an  address  to  the  members  of  the  Apricot  and  Peach  Growers' 
Association. 


In  comparison,  the  canning  industry  in  Australia,  also  a  British 
Commonwealth  country  and  principal  competitor  on  the  canned  fruit  export 
market,  has  developed  equally  as  fast  as  has  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
in  the  past  5  years.    South  Africa  produced  1.1  million  cases  of  canned 
fruit  in  1950  and  2.9  million  cases  in  1955>  while  Australia  was  producing 
3.5  million  and  5«5  million  cases,  respectively,  in  these  years.  Corre- 
sponding figures  for  exports  were  .5  and  2.1  million  cases  for  South 
Africa,  while  Australian  exports  were  1.7  and  5*0  million  cases. 


It  was  pointed  out  that  while  the  British  market  for  canned  fruit  is 
expanding,  it  is  unlikely  that  marketings  in  other  countries  could  be 
increased  because  of  outside  competition.    Of  the  canned  fruits,  peaches, 
pears,  and  pineapples,  are  most  in  demand  in  Britian,  with  the  demand 
for  apricots  expected  to  increase.    Peaches  of  the  clingstone  varieties 
and  Bon  Chretien  pears  are  the  only  varieties  of  these  fruits  demanded  on 
the  British  market. 


The  speaker  further  pointed  out  the  need  for  increased  economies  in 
production  and  processing  with  emphasis  on  an  even  higher  quality  product 
if  South  Africa  expects  to  maintain  her  favorable  competitive  position  in 
the  British  market. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA  APPLE 
PRODUCTION  BY  VARIETIES 

Winter  damage  to  apples  in  British  Columbia  shows  considerable 
variation  with  some  varieties  damaged  more  than  others.    In  the  Okanagan 
Valley,  which  is  the  most  important  production  area,  Mcintosh  at  2.3 
million  bushels  is  down  9  percent  from  the  1955  crop,  Delicious  at 
T89,000  bushels  is  down  Wj  percent,  Winesaps  at  655,000  bushels  is  down 
only  9  percent,  while  Newtowns  at  13^, 000  bushels  is  73  percent  below 
last  year.    Production  in  the  Kootenay  Valley  shows  a  similar  pattern, 
but  overall  damage  is  15  percent  compared  to  28  percent  in  the  Okanagan 
Valley.    The  first  estimate  of  the  British  Columbia  crop  is  27  percent 
below  last  year. 
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BASRA.  DATE  CROP  DOWN 

According  to  end-of-June  forecasts,  the  1956  crop  of  dates  in  the 
Basra  area  of  Iraq  may  he  as  much  as  one -third  below  the  normal  output  of 
approximately  110,000  short  tons.    It  appears  likely,  however,  that  the 
quality  of  the  "hallawi"  variety,  traditionally  supplied  to  the  United 
States  market,  might  "be  appreciably  better  in  quality  than  the  inferior 
hallawis  produced  in  1955.    Final  quality  still  depends  upon  whether 
dust  storms  occur  beyond  the  middle  of  July. 


OUTLOOK  FOR  CREAMERY  BUTTER 
EXPORTS  FROM  IRELAND 

During  the  first  5  months  of  1956,  production  of  creamery  butter  in 
Ireland  at  23.0  million  pounds  was  up  25  percent  over  comparable  1955* 
Stocks  at  the  end  of  this  period  were  8.2  million  pounds,  compared  with 
5.0  million  pounds  a  year  earlier. 

At  this  rate  of  production,  the  trade  anticipates  a  marked  increase 

in  the  quantity  of  butter  available  for  export  in  1956  over  the  3»0  million 

pounds  exported  last  year,  of  which  1.2  million  pounds  had  been  carried 
over  from  195^  stocks. 


The  current  domestic  price  of  Irish  creamery  butter  is  quoted  at  about 
13  cents  per  pound  above  Danish  and  New  Zealand  butter  on  the  United  Kingdom 
market,  so  obviously  export  sales  to  the  United  Kingdom,  the  usual  market 
for  Ireland's  butter  surpluses,  would  have  to  be  made  at  a  substantial  loss 
to  the  Butter  Marketing  Committee.    The  Government  faces  the  possibility  of 
requiring  a  larger  butter  subsidy  than  the  $5,600,000  now  provided  in  the 
1956-57  budget.    As  of  May  31,  I956  Ireland's  butter  exports  to  the  United 
Kingdom  were  less  than  100,000  pounds,  whereas  on  that  date  in  1955  they 
totaled  more  than  2  million  pounds . 


DANISH  BUTTER 
EXPORT  PRICES  FIRM 

Danish  butter  export  prices  have  remainded  firm  since  the  end  of  May, 
due  primarily  to  sales  to  the  Republic  of  Germany  and  Eastern  Germany. 
Recent  exports  to  the  Republic  are  reported  at  7«7  million  pounds  and  to 
Eastern  Germany  at  8.8  million  pounds. 

Danish  butter  on  the  British  market  has  sold  at  approximately  39 •!  cents 
per  pound,  f .o.b.,  since  the  end  of  May,  and  the  wholesale  London  price  has 
averaged  just  under  2  cents  per  pound  more  than  last  year,  despite  declining 
prices  for  New  Zealand  butter. 
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ECUADORIAN  TARIFF  INCREASES 
DAIRY  IMPORT  DUTIES 

A  general  increase  in  Dairy  product  customs  duties  has  occurred  under  the 
present  Ecuadorian  Tariff  Law  which  came  into  effect  March  21,  1956.  Formerly, 
the  duties  were  levied  on  a  specific  weight  basis  (See  Foreign  Agriculture 
Report  No.  87,  "World  Import  Duties  on  United  States  Dairy  Products").  The 
present  law  has  changed  most  of  the  specific  duties  and  added  ad  valorem 
duties  based  on  f.o.b.  values.    The  largest  change  occurred  in  the  specific 
duty  on  cheese  which  increased  almost  5  fold.    An  ad  valorem  duty  was  also 
tacked  on. 

The  following  table  shows  the  duty  rates  under  the  former  law  compared 
to  the  present  tariff  schedule  for  the  principal  dairy  products. 


Customs  Duties  for  Dairy  Products  Entering  Ecuador 


Product 


Fluid  milk  

Fresh  cream  

Powdered  milk  

Condensed  and  evap- 
orated milk  

Modified,  medicated 
or  fortified  milk 

Butter  

Cheese.  


Former  Rate 
(fipfjfilf  i  fi  duty  only) 


cents  per  pound 

1.20 
1^.97 
2.99 

2.99 

y 

15.97 
7.^9 


Present  Rate 
(Specific  Duty)     :  (Ad  valorem  Duty) 


cents  per  pound 

0.60 

lit. 97 
2.10 

2.25 

1.35 
11.97 

35.92 


percent 

5 
10 

3 


5 
10 
20 


I7    This  category  was  added  in  the  new  tariff. 


PROSPECTS  NONE  TOO  BRIGHT  FOR 
IRELAND'S  CHOCOLATE  CRUMB  INDUSTRY 

Present  prospects  for  chocolate  crumb  (whole  milk-cocoa-sugar  product 
used  in  the  confectionery  industry)  in  Ireland  appear  to  be  uncertain.  Pro- 
duction in  the  United  Kingdom,  Ireland's  principal  and  almost  only  outlet,  is 
increasing,  while  demand  is  dropping. 

The  proportion  of  Ireland's  milk  supply  for  manufacturing  which  went 
into  chocolate  crumb  production  in  May  is  reported  to  have  been  considerably 
smaller  than  in  earlier  years.    The  diverting  of  this  milk  from  chocolate 
crumb  to  butter  production  may  account  for  the  12  percent  increase  in  butter 
output  in  May  over  May  of  last  year. 
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NEW  ZEALAND  INCREASES 
PAYMENTS  TO  CHEESE  SUPPLIERS 


The  New  Zealand  Dairy  Board  and  chairman  of  the  Dairy  Products 
Marketing  Commission  issued  a  joint  statement  announcing  a  further 
increase  of  1.2  cents  per  pound  of  butter fat  in  the  payment  to  cheese 
factory  suppliers  for  the  whole  of  the  current  season  (August  1,  1955* 
to  July  31 )  1956).    This  raise,  added  to  the  former  price  increase 
reported  in  the  April  30>  195&,  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
brings  the  differential  between  the  price  paid  to  butter  factory 
suppliers  and  that  paid  cheese  factory  suppliers  to  k.6  cents 
per  pound  of  butter  fat. 


The  statement  further  announced  that  the  cheese  differential 
over  butter  for  the  season  ending  July  31;  1957  will  be  fixed  at 
a  minimum  of  3^5  cents  per  pound  of  butterfat.    This  figure  will 
be  reviewed  by  the  Board  and  the  Commission  in  the  fall  of  1957 
and  may  be  subject  to  increase,  depending  on  the  existing  market 
for  butter,  cheese,  and  other  milk  products  at  that  time. 


PRICE  REDUCTION  RETURNED 

TO  DAIRY  FARMERS  IN  SPAIN 

The  dairy  farmers  in  the  Santander  province,  reportedly  the 
leading  dairy  section  of  the  country,  were  recently  caught  in  a 
cost-price  squeeze  between  creamery  management  and  labor.  With 
creamery  labor  getting  a  price  increase,  the  management  of  the 
large  creameries  attempted  to  maintain  their  profit  margins  with- 
out an  increase  in  consumer  prices  by  reducing  the  price  of  milk 
to  farmers.    Consequently,  farmers  found  the  price  of  their  milk 
bringing  only  $2.29  per  cwt.  instead  of  the  $2.57  they  had  pre- 
viously been  receiving. 


With  hints  of  a  milk  strike,  the  local  press  took  up  the  case 
for  the  farmers  and,  as  a  result,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
announced  on  June  29  that  the  price  of  milk  to  farmers  would  be 
restored  to  the  $2.57  level.    This  action  indicates  a  possible 
rise  in  the  retail  price  of  milk  and  dairy  products  in  the  area, 
despite  the  government's  desire  to  maintain  the  level  of  prices 
to  consumers. 
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TURKEY'S  COTTON  EXPORTS 
LOWER  THAN  LAST  YEAR 

Cotton  exports  from  Turkey  during  August -April  1955 -56  amounted  to 
11^,000  "bales  (500  pounds  gross)  or  29  percent  lower  than  exports  of 
160,000  bales  during  the  same  period  of  195^-55 •    A  sharp  increase  was 
shown  in  exports  to  Italy,  in  contrast  to  decreased  quantities  to  France, 
West  Germany,  Yugoslavia,  Austria  and  most  of  Eastern  Europe.    The  decline 
in  total  volume  was  attributed  mainly  to  increasing  domestic  consumption 
and  high  prices  of  Turkish  cotton  in  international  markets  in  relation  to 
prices  for  other  growths. 

Quantities  exported  to  principal  destinations  in  August-April  1955-56, 
with  comparable  quantities  for  195^-55  in  parentheses,  were:  Italy  k-9,000 
hales  (12,000);  France  29,000  (^3,000);  West  Germany  15,000  (32,000); 
Yugoslavia  5,000  (21,000);  Israel  3,000  (lj-,000);  Netherlands  3,000  (300); 
Czechoslovakia  2,000  (ll,000);  Hungary  2,000  (6,000);  Poland  2,000  (i+,000); 
Rumania  2,000  (l,000);  Austria  1,000  (9,000);  Switzerland  100  (2,000); 
Belgium  none  (9,000);  Spain  none  (3,000);  Finland  none  (2,000);  and  Lebanon 
none  (2,000). 

The  latest  official  estimate  of  the  1955-56  crop  is  600,000  bales. 
Private  estimates  are  at  least  25,000  bales  higher.    Production  in  195^-55 
amounted  to  650,000  bales.    The  estimated  area  for  the  1955-56  crop  remains 
at  1,520,000  acres  as  compared  with  1,^0,000  for  195^-55.    The  acreage 
planted  in  1956  is  estimated  to  he  ahout  the  same  as  that  in  1955 •  With 
average  yields  per  acre,  a  1956-57  crop  of  about  6^0,000  bales  could  be 
expected. 

Turkey's  cotton  consumption  during  the  crop  year  ended  July  31,  1956, 
was  expected  to  reach  approximately  J+50,00C  bales,  an  increase  of  20  per- 
cent over  the  375,000  bales  consumed  in  195^-55.    This  unusually  sharp 
increase  is  due  to  the  completion  of  several  new  cotton  mills  and  the 
strong  domestic  demand  for  cotton  textiles.    Further  expansion  of  mill 
capacity  is  now  in  process  or  planned.    The  per  capita  consumption  of 
cotton  in  Turkey  increased  from  6.2  pounds  in  1950  to  an  estimated  8.8 
pounds  in  1956  with  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the  textiles  consumed 
being  provided  by  domestic  mills. 

Cotton  stocks  in  Turkey  as  of  August  1,  1955,  were  estimated  at 
165,000  bales.    Although  the  decrease  in  exports  during  the  past  year 
was  greater  than  that  in  production,  the  increase  in  consumption  is 
believed  to  have  prevented  any  increase  in  stocks  over  those  at  the  end 
of  the  1951+-55  season. 

Spot  prices  of  Turkish  cotton  at  the  Izmir  and  Adana  markets  increased 
considerably  from  March  to  June,  but  declined  in  July.    Quotations  for 
recent  dates  were  as  follows: 
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TURKEY:    Spot  cotton  quotations  at  Izmir  and  Adana 
markets,  on  specified  dates,  March-July  1956 


(Equivalent  U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 


Date 


Izmir 


Adana 


Acala  I         :       Acala  II 


Acala  I 


1956 


March  15 
April  12 
May  10.. 
June  Ik. 
July  12... 


^9.57 
51.03 
52.65 
5^.27 
51.35 


1*8.28 

^.55 
1*6.98 
1*6.17 
1*6.17 


^7.79 
1*9-73 
50.06 
51.81* 
1*9.90 


Acala  I  is  considered  to  he  roughly  equivalent  in  quality  to  SM  l-l/l6 
inches  and  Acala  II,  SM  1-1/32  inches.    Prices  of  Turkish  cotton  are  well 
above  the  world  market  level.    This  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  they 
represent  prices  paid  by  a  rapidly  expanding  local  textile  industry  without 
aceess  to  imported  cotton  and  prices  received  for  exports  to  Western  Europe 
under  bilateral  agreements  to  liquidate  accumulated  trade  balance  deficits. 
Similar  prices  are  received  for  cotton  in  barter  or  other  bilateral  trade 
arrangements  with  Eastern  Europe  but  the  quantities  involved  in  the  past  year 
were  not  large. 


FINLAND  TO  PURCHASE 
OILCAKE  AND  MEAL 

Feed  wholesalers  in  Finland  are  now  reportedly  negotiating  to  import 
about  22,000  short  tons  of  soybean,  peanut,  cottonseed,  linseed  and/or  sun- 
flower seed  oilcake  and  meal.    The  negotiations  are  being  carried  out  by 
the  joint  purchasing  office  of  the  10  principal  feed  wholesalers,  Osuuskunta 
Rehu-Lannoite,  Helsinki,  which  obtains  offers  locally  from  the  Finnish  agents 
of  the  foreign  exporters.    The  object  of  these  off-season  imports  evidently  is 
to  build  up  standby  stocks  for  possible  emergency  situations  during  the  barn- 
feeding  season. 


YUGOSLAVIA'S  SUNFLOWER  CROP 
EXPECTED  TO  BE  DOWN 

Yugoslavia's  sunflower  seed  crop,  that  country's  principal  oilseed,  will 
be  down  considerably  this  year,  according  to  sources  available  to  the  Foreign 
Agriculture  Service.    A  tentative  forecast  places  production  at  88,000  short 
tons  as  compared  with  112,000  tons  in  1955* 


Rapeseed  production  is  also  expected  to  be  less  than  the  9>260-ton 
outturn  of  1955. 
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SOYBEAN  SHIPMENTS  THROUGH  SUEZ 
CANAL  CONTINUE  ABOVE  1955 

Northbound  soybean  shipments  through  the  Suez  Canal  were  2.1  million 
bushels  in  May,  making  a  total  of  12.0  million  bushels  for  the  first  5 
months  of  1956.    This  is  15  percent  above  the  10. h  million  bushels  shipped 
during  the  same  period  last  year. 

Peanut  shipments  through  May,  at  approximately  315^000  short  tons, 
were  up  almost  one-half  over  1955;  while  copra  at  350, 500  tons  was  up  about 
one -third. 

Vegetable  oils  shipments  of  65^000  tons  in  May  brought  the  5  month 
total  up  to  270,000  tons,  as  compared  with  261,200  tons  during  the  same 
period  in  1955* 

INDONESIA  TO  ESTABLISH 
CENTRAL  COPRA  COOPERATIVE 

A  new  cooperative  copra  selling  agency  will  be  organized  in  Indonesia 
not  later  than  July  1957 •    Intended  to  succeed  the  Copra  Foundation,  which 
for  some  time  has  been  subject  to  considerable  criticism  from  local  producers 
and  handlers  of  copra,  the  proposed  Central  Copra  Cooperative  will  be  the 
central  selling  agency  for  all  copra  in  Indonesia. 

The  Copra  Foundation  has  been  dissolved  and  a  committee  appointed  which 
is  authorized  to  make  preparations  for  the  establishment  of  the  new  cooper- 
ative.   Committee  members  are  representatives  of  the  Ministries  of  Agriculture, 
Economic  Affairs,  Finance,  and  coconut  producers  from  important  producing 
areas.    The  committee  will  be  responsible  for  activities  of  the  former  Copra 
Foundation  until  the  Central  Cooperative  is  established. 

According  to  Indonesian  press  reports,  there  has  been  smuggling  of 
appreciative  quantities  of  copra  in  North  Sulawesi,  some  of  the  smuggling 
being  done  by  military  personnel.    Proceeds  from  this  contraband  activity 
have  been  used  for  the  purchase  of  various  kinds  of  goods --including  rice 
and  textiles --and  have  been  distributed  among  army  personnel  and  social 
institutions.    Moreover,  according  to  reports,  proceeds  have  been  expended 
for  the  repair  of  roads  and  construction  of  various  projects  in  North  Sulawesi. 

The  dissolution  of  the  Copra  Foundation  (jajasan  Kopra),  the  organization 
that  was  established  effective  December  1,  1950,  is  a  milestone  in  a  chapter 
extending  over  a  period  of  16  years.    The  action  at  that  time  was  the  result 
of  recommendations  made  by  the  Copra  Commission,  formed  on  May  20,  1950,  to 
study,  discuss,  and  hold  hearings  on  the  operations  of  the  Copra  Fund 
(Koprafonds) .    The  intention  was  to  expand  the  activities  of  the  then  existing 
copra-selling  organization.    Originally,  the  Copra  Fund  was  organized  July  l^kO, 
after  Europe  had  been  closed  to  world  trade,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
native  population  whose  livelihood  depended  on  the  production  and  sale  of 
copra.    The  Fund,  according  to  the  records,  is  considered  to  have  begun 
actual  operations  on  September  13,  19^0. 
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Exports  of  copra  from  Indonesia  in  recent  years  have  "been  below  the 
prewar  level.    Exports  in  the  1955  calendar  year  totaled  233,266  long  tons, 
about  one-fifth  less  than  the  292,162  tons  exported  in  195k,  which  was 
slightly  less  than  the  volume  exported  in  1953.    Exports  of  copra  in  the 
postwar  period  were  largest  in  1951  when  nearly  460,000  tons  was  shipped 
out,  which  was  still  below  the  1935-39  prewar  of  507,385  tons. 

PUBLICATIONS  RELATING  TO  U.  S.  FOREIGN  AGRICULTURAL  TRADE 

Issued  recently  and  available  (single  copies)  free 
upon  request  from  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25, 
D.  C.  Room  5922.    Phone:    REpublic  7-4142,  Ext.  2445. 
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